					
		
	Hampshire celebrates 80th anniversary of VE Day 
	




	


 
		
	On the 80th anniversary of Victory in Europe Day, 8 May 2025, we will proudly raise the Union Flag outside the Great Hall in Winchester in celebration of the day in 1945, marking the beginning of the end to the nearly six years of World War II.

Across Hampshire various events are taking place to mark this historic anniversary, including a Veterans' Portraits on Parade exhibition in the Chapel, Royal Victoria Country Park in Netley.

Our venues are getting involved too, including Lepe Country Park’s beachfront café, The Lookout, where fish & chips and jam roly poly with custard will be on the menu all day on Saturday 10 May, £15 per person – open from 9am, last orders 3.45pm!

If you’re planning a street party or celebration, you'll find information on how to make arrangements on our VE Day webpage, along with links to a wartime blog, and where to find out what’s happening in your community.
	




	


 
			

	
	VE DAY EVENTS AND MORE
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	Helping Hampshire recycle more
	




	


 
		
	We’ve given the green light to a brand-new, high tech Materials Recovery Facility for Hampshire which, once up and running, will mean you can recycle a wider range of materials from home, including plastic pots, tubs, trays, cartons, and plastic films and pouches for the first time. The £50.5 million investment will support wider changes to how we all recycle and sort our household waste across Hampshire and will mean more material can be sold for recycling into new products – which is good news for the environment.
 
💡Did you know, a new fleece jacket can be made from just 25 recycled plastic bottles!

There are no immediate changes to your current kerbside collection arrangements – but we’ll keep you updated.
	




	


 
			

	
	FUTURE OF RECYCLING
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	Ticks – all you need to know
	




	


 
		
	As the weather warms up and we get to enjoy the countryside, parks and gardens, it’s worth staying informed about ticks and how to protect yourself. Some tick bites can result in infection, so knowing how to avoid bites while enjoying life outdoors and what to do if bitten is essential. Watch our video to learn more about ticks and how you can prevent these tiny insects latching on to you. 
	




	


 
			

	
	➡️WATCH – ALL ABOUT TICKS
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	Summer Reading Challenge volunteers needed
	




	


 
		
	If you’d like to have a positive impact on children's reading, our Library Service needs volunteers to help run the Summer Reading Challenge – a fantastic national scheme provided by The Reading Agency and delivered for free throughout Hampshire’s libraries. The Reading Challenge is aimed at primary school aged children, as nationally one in four children are not able to read well by the age of 11, the Challenge encourages them to keep reading during the school holidays. Volunteers, aged 14 and over, can make a difference to young children’s life choices, while gaining valuable experience and skills. It's great fun and very rewarding!
	




	


 
			

	
	FIND OUT MORE AND VOLUNTEER
	

	






















	


 
					
			

		 




	






	















	

				
		

	
			Protecting consumers in Hampshire




	


 
		Our Trading Standards team continues to crack down on rogue traders handling illicit products. Recent operations in Andover, Totton, Aldershot and Farnborough, undertaken with the support of Hampshire and Isle of Wight Constabulary, led to the seizure of illegal vapes, tobacco, and cigarettes with a street value of around £17,900. A reminder that it’s now less than a month to go before the sale of single-use vapes becomes illegal in England. If you suspect the illegal sale of vapes or tobacco products, you can report this via our webpages.  




	


 
			

	
	REPORT ILLEGAL SALES
	

	







	


 
		Are you up to date with your vaccinations?




	


 
		If you’re planning a family holiday or you know teens who’re looking forward to summer festivals, make sure everyone's vaccinations are up to date to protect yourself and your loved ones from serious infections like measles and meningitis. These can affect anyone – particularly babies and young children, especially if you’re looking to travel abroad or attend public events this summer. Speak to your GP today to ensure you and your family are fully protected.




	


 
			

	
	MORE ABOUT NHS VACCINATIONS
	

	







	


 
		Don’t miss your chance to have your say on Future Services 




	


 
		You have just a few days left to help us shape important decisions on the future of some local services in Hampshire by taking part in the Future Services Consultation – Spring 2025. Until 7 May, you can share your views on one or more of the four options to help address the financial pressures we face in 2025/26 as we continue to experience increasing costs and demand for services like social care, school transport, and support for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities. The proposed service changes cover planned highway maintenance, older adults’ day services, and two proposals relating to school transport. Find out more and tell us what you think.




	


 
			

	
	SHARE YOUR VIEWS
	

	







	


 
		Makeover for Maple Ridge Special School




	


 
		We have confirmed a £2 million refurbishment and expansion project for Maple Ridge Special School in Basingstoke, along with additional Special Educational Needs and Disabilities places at schools in Bordon, Bartley, and Fleet. These projects will provide 44 new places for children, allowing them to be educated near their community, alongside their peers. This initiative brings us closer to our goal of delivering 1,000 new specialist SEND places in Hampshire schools by 2030.




	


 
			

	
	MORE ON EXPANDING SCHOOLS
	

	







	


 
		Journey through Jane Austen's legacy




	


 
		As part of the worldwide celebrations remembering Jane Austen’s 250th birthday this year, we have a travelling display charting the extraordinary history and impact of her novels. The vibrant display, created by Jane Austen’s House in Chawton, covers themes from Austen’s novels to illustrations, adaptations of her works, and Jane Austen’s Hampshire, showcasing key objects from the Austen’s House collection.
Exhibition tour dates at Hampshire libraries
· May: Fareham Library
· June: Basingstoke Discovery Centre
· July: Alton Library
· September: Andover Library
· October: Lymington Library




	


 
			

	
	READ MORE
	

	









	















