Hannington Parish Council
DRAFT 
Minutes of Quarterly Meeting held on Wednesday 25th February 2026
	Date and time of Meeting:
	7.00pm, Wednesday 25th February 2026

	Present:
	Chair, Cllr. Alex Lowrie (AL), Cllr. Pat Coneley (PC), Cllr. Judy Henry (JH)

	Apologies:
	Cllr. Nick Joslin (NJ) and Cllr. Jon Whitfield (JW) are away. 

	Clerk:
	Sue Wright (SW).

	BDBC & HCC Cllrs.:
	Cllr. Rhydian Vaughan HCC (RV).

	Guest Speaker:
	None.

	Members of the Public/Audience:
	Not recorded.



1.  Apologies for Absence and Declarations of Interest.
1. AL welcomed all to the meeting. Apologies: JW and NJ are both away and unable to attend this evening’s meeting.  AL welcomed JH’s return after a period of absence. SW confirmed the declarations of interest to be up to date – and nothing additional was being made for the purposes of this quarterly meeting. 

2. Borough Councillors – None in Attendance. 

3. County Councillors. AL welcomed RV to the meeting. SW noted that all of RVs written, monthly reports were available to view on the Parish website. 
RV (Cllr. Rhydian Vaughan, HCC) provided his update. Key points noted:
1. Pothole repairs — SW confirmed RV/HCC report is available on the Parish website.
1. HCC budget meeting — RV noted HCC is not ‘bankrupt’, as is being reported in certain parts of the local media. Context: approximately £2m per day is currently being spent on adult social care but otherwise, HCC financial reserves for 2026/27 are adequate. 
1. 2026 deficit forecast: an initial projected gap of approximately £170m had been reduced to approximately £40m.
1. Mayoral elections — and central government’s decision to postpone these and push them out until 2028, had been challenging, - plus the decision to go ahead with other local elections at such short notice, also meant for a lot of frustration at a local political level. 
1. Devolution and wider funding uncertainty remain a key concern for HCC: RV noted that the Hampshire fire service budget was under threat -  and is currently being reviewed. 
1. Further updates to follow in RV’s monthly reports – although he will be unable to attend the next meeting of the PC in May due to election commitments. 
1. As an aside, RV noted he will be giving a talk on the Bismarck in — date and details TBC. AL thanked RV for his attendance and update. 
3.  Open Forum.
.
1. No matters raised under Open Forum beyond the standing items below:
4.  St Michael's Field Committee (MFC).
An update was provided on the MFC ownership position and related matters:
1. The MFC continue to pursue a new ownership structure, moving away from the current trust arrangement. There is quite a lot of work still to be done; they also need to register as a charity.
1. They also need to carry out any required repairs and will need access to various grants and funding to do so.
1. Update is to be provided in May.
Action: SW/AL to note this item for follow-up at the May meeting (done). 
5.  Roads, Bridleways and Footpaths.
An update was provided by Frances on the ongoing bridleway and footpath matters:
a) Gates / Bridleway at Ballstone:
1. Last summer, HCC agreed to provide the gate — Tim/Kingsclere Estates were to install them.
1. Progress has stalled - no meeting has yet taken place between HCC, BHS and Corinne [Davis Clarke at HCC].
1. Frances confirmed a new gate issue relating to a request from 1989, in which a related report from the HCC notes the bridleway diversions/alterations put in — should have been done with permission – but uncertainty around whether the permission was obtained. (Bridleway to the side of Rectory).
1. Jon Whitfield to investigate/research to try and identify additional information. 
1. Gate at the entrance to the burial ground — appears to be new issue — as the new gate has not been installed correctly. 
1. Sawyers Grove — up to Plantation Farm, halfway along — bridleway gate still to be installed.
1. Summary: New gates are going in, but  are no easier to open/not clear whether they have been installed in compliance with applicable regulations.  
1. AL/JW noted that there is a limit to what the PC can do – other than encourage the relevant landowners to engage with HCC, which appears to be happening. 
1. Action: SW to forward, Frances’ email to JW (done).
1. BHS is also advising and is due to follow-up with HCC team. BHS have noted that Bridleway 122 — Burial Ground  should be 3 metres wide – but is not (is less). BHS/Frances following up with HCC and BHS. 
6.  Village Green Repairs.
An update was provided on the Village Green condition and repair options:
1. Stephen Lawson has mapped out the land — including the ‘’dips, which appear linked to the location of the old pond, (which was filled in, many years ago). 
1. Mark Burton mowed the Green today — his sense is that the dips are more than just natural/settling of the ground over time – therefore requires further investigation. 
1. AL proposed and Members agreed, a basic survey is required – and an assessment of the Green needs to be done properly, before any action is taken. 
1. Al has requested Tim May’s / Groundwork's people — to come and give a quote.
1. Money has been earmarked — action: AL to follow-up with survey quotes and report back at the next meeting. 

7.  Finance.
a) Payments for Approval:
1. ICO (Data Privacy Compliance/ICO Registration) — Approved.
1. Clerk's fees for the period 01/01/26 – 31/03/26: £1,000.00 — Approved.
All approved/signed payments. AL to upload to Lloyds for processing and contact JW to approve. 
b) AOB — Cashbook and Budget review:
a. Budget: AL circulated revised copy of the budget for 2026/2027, noting a few additions and changes from previous year including: 
b. provision for an increase in the insurance premium, 
c. removal of provision for noticeboards and bench (completed during the previous budget cycle), allocation for Village green repairs and a modest contribution to the Michael’s Field committee to assist them with their repairs. 
d. There was also a modest increase to the village green maintenance,
e. Items relating to the Lengthsman scheme for 26/27 were deferred to next meeting, by which time we expect to have received confirmation of the arrangements for this year from the lead parish council (Pamber). 
· All approved by JH and PC. AL top provide a further budget update at the next meeting in May. 

SW noted that copies of the cashbook, bank statements, and budget remain visible to Members, in the Parish ‘Dropbox’ folder – should they wish to confirm them. SW also noted that due to security concerns – the ability to view certain financial data, including bank statements , had been disabled on the public website, (following police/news reports of scams/malcontents scraping data to try and gain access to council accounts etc). 
c) Bank Reconciliation:
1. Cashbook — up to 31/12/25 — is up to date. Account statements for the period were also reviewed and approved. 
1. Monthly statements, savings account reviewed and confirmed. 
1. Prcept: £7,324 — only raised slightly in last 5 years. As given, inflation applied — applied for modest increase to £8,500.
1. CIL receipt — one payment already received – need a separate discussion on how to apply the funding. 
1. VAT approximately £620 — due end of Q4, 31/3/26.
e) AGAR / Audit:
1. Annual audit — previous auditor has since retired. AL confirmed that he had contacted BDO – but is waiting to receive options/ contact from Chris Hall’s replacement. 
1. No other financial matters.
8.  Policy Review.
SW updated on the policy review work:
1. HALC / NALC — SW confirmed the review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations is under. Action: SW to complete policy review and circulate updated Standing Orders and Financial Regulations in time for the May 2026 meeting.
9.  Matters Arising.
No matters arising not already captured in the above.
10.  Any Other Business (AOB).
The following miscellaneous matters were raised under AOB:
a) A339 / Roads:
1. JH raised: large pothole by the A339 — very dangerous.
1. Litter picking along the A339 — also urgent, as the road is in a mess: SW noted this needs to be reported via the HCC/BDBC website (details are on the Parish website). 
b) Grants — HCC / BDBC Member Grants:
1. SW noted window for grant applications had now closed — next applications to both HCC and BDBC, could be explored after the May, local elections. 
11.  Dates of Next Meetings.
The following meeting dates were confirmed:
1. Wednesday 6th May 2026 — Annual and Quarterly Meeting, 7.00pm
1. Wednesday 2nd September 2026 — Quarterly Meeting, 7.00pm
1. Wednesday 16th December 2026 — Quarterly Meeting, 7.00pm

	These minutes approved at the Quarterly meeting of the Parish Council, held on:
	Wednesday 6th May 2026

	Signed:
	 

	Hannington Parish Council
	 

	Dated:
	Wednesday 6th May 2026



End.
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