Hannington Parish Council, –  Draft Minutes of Quarterly Meeting held on Wednesday 17th September 2025
PARISH COUNCIL OF HANNINGTON, HAMPSHIRE
	Date and time of Meeting:

	7.00pm, Wednesday 17th September 2025

	Present:
	Chair, Cllr. Alex Lowrie (AL),
Cllr. Jon Whitfield (JW)
Cllr. Nick Joslin (NJ)



	Apologies:

	Cllr. Judy Henry (JH) 
Cllr. Pat Coneley (PC)


	Clerk:

	Sue Wright.

	BDBC & HCC Cllrs. 
	(Apologies) Cllr. Rhydian Vaughan HCC(RV)



	Guest Speaker:

	None for this meeting. 

	Members of the Public/Audience:

	One.



1. Apologies for absence and declarations of interest. AL opened the meeting, noting that Cllrs. Judy Henry and Pat Coneley were unable to attend and sent their apologies.  SW confirmed the declarations of interest to be up to date – and nothing additional was being made for the purposes of this quarterly meeting. 

2. Borough Councillors. SW noted none were able to attend this evening’s meeting. Cllr Mike Bound had sent his written report, (prior circulated to Members – and available to read on the Parish website). 

3. County Councillor   RV was unable to attend tonight’s meeting, due to a pre-existing HCC engagement – and had sent his apologies. RV ‘s written report had been prior circulated to Members and was also available on the Parish website.  

4. Open Forum – AL welcomed Frances to the meeting who provided an update on the progress made with the BHS and HCC – and also new action taken in relation to several, badly neglected horses, discovered in a local paddock;  

a) Roads Bridleways and Footpaths   
· (Burial Ground) Andy Aitken of the HCC Countryside Team – has been in contact with Frances/the BHS to deal with the previously reported gates and wire issues; principally the four gates along the bridleway leading toward the Burial Ground. HCC have contacted the landowner – and – also provided four new gates. While this is excellent progress – Frances is concerned to ensure the landowner adheres to the appropriate guidelines when installing the gates and will continue to liaise with HCC, to make sure they provide installation-oversight.  
· (Ballstone) Andy Aitken, the BHS and the landowner are going to meet in early November to discuss a resolution to the problems identified. 
· (Parish Bridleway Reinstatement Application 2018) – HCC have reported this is now approved, pending a committee meeting, due in November. SW to keep in touch with Harry Goodchild at HCC, re progress. 
· (BHS/RSPCA) – Frances reported that five neglected and seriously malnourished horses had been discovered in a local field. After reporting the discovery to the BHS/RSPCA, two have since been removed and the remaining three, including one former ceremonial horse from Sandhurst, are being monitored. Ownership of the horses is being investigated by both organisations. 

AL and the Members thanked Frances for her continued diligence on the matters reported – in particular, the swift action taken regarding the horses and for her continued work via the BHS, with HCC in securing the new gates. 

b) Any other matters. None were raised. 

5. Draft Minutes of the Quarterly and Annual meetings held Wednesday 14th May 2025 – SW prior circulated copies to Members (which are also available on the Parish website), were reviewed and Approved. Action: SW to upload final version of minutes to website

6. Matters Arising from Minutes of last meeting (if any). None reported. 


7. Finance
a. Payments for Approval: 
· HALC/NALC subscription £275 (Paid)
· Shaun Douglas footpath clearing £250 (Paid) 
· Auditing Solutions AGAR - £612 (Paid) 
· Clerk’s Fees: for the period 01/07/25 – 30/09/25 £1000.00.
· Clear Insurance - £86.15 (Paid)
AL noted four of the above invoices had all fallen due in between Parish meetings, and Members had approved the payment via email. Retrospective, in-meeting approval was now sought, to record the payment of the invoices: Approved. 
Action: Regarding the remaining payments: AL to login to Lloyds online banking and create payment instructions to pay all the invoices which are due for payment. 

b. Bank Reconciliation – AL provided copies of the cashbook summary up to 01/09/25. Current balance shows £16110.12, which is in line with expectations and our stated budget. Approved. (JW and NJ signed on behalf of the council as a true record of the council’s accounts). 
· SW noted that the Parish had not received a recent invoice for the hire of the Village Hall and would enquire. 
· AL noted that he would also follow-up on the Village Green mowing services, (expected dates/costs) for 2026. 

c. VAT Reclaim 2024/25 – AL confirmed that the VAT reclaim submitted for the period up to 30 April 2025 had now been paid (£822.00 received). Next VAT application is due to be submitted in March of 2026. 
Actions SW/AL, to complete actions identified above and report back on progress at the next meeting in December. 

8. Policy Review:   SW commented on the update to Parish Policies, to reflect recent changes to the NALC model Standing Orders and Financial Regulations – and circulated a summary of the changes (between the old and new versions). The changes focus on updates to the sections on risk management, procurement thresholds, and payment methods (electronic banking). Given the small size of the Parish Council (and its very limited financial activity), of most interest – is the section on electronic banking, which (belatedly) brings the regulations into line with modern banking methods. Action: SW will continue the work on the redraft of the policies and will report further at the next meeting.   

9. Matters Arising – SW circulated a copy of an additional, draft minute per S.85 of the Local Government Act 1972, to record and permit the ongoing absence, (due to illness and a recent bereavement), in respect of Cllr. Judy Henry. Approved. 

10. AOB. AL noted he had asked after volunteers to take on Cllr. roles for the Parish and for someone to take over the responsibilities of the Parish Clerk, given that SW has said she will need to relinquish the role soon.  No volunteers identified yet – AL asked all Members to ask around the village.   AL also noted that he would unfortunately be away on the date of our next meeting in December – JW agreed to deputise in AL’s absence. 

11. Dates of meetings for 2026:
Wednesday 25th February 2026 – Quarterly Meeting, 7.00pm
Wednesday 6th May 2026 – Annual and Quarterly Meeting, 7.00pm
Wednesday 2nd September 2026 – Quarterly Meeting, 7.00pm
Wednesday 16th December 2026 – Quarterly Meeting, 7.00pm. 
	Action: SW to check dates are booked with Village Hall. 

These minutes approved at the Quarterly meeting of the Parish Council, held on Wednesday 19th December 2025.

	Signed:

	
SIGNATURE REDACTED.

	Hannington Parish Council
	

	Dated:
	Wednesday 19th December 2025. 





End.
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