Hannington Parish Council, –  DRAFT Minutes of Quarterly Meeting held on Wednesday 17th December 2025
PARISH COUNCIL OF HANNINGTON, HAMPSHIRE
	Date and time of Meeting:

	7.00pm, Wednesday 17th December 2025

	Present:
	Chair, Cllr. Alex Lowrie (AL),
Cllr. Jon Whitfield (JW)
Cllr. Nick Joslin (NJ)
Cllr. Pat Coneley (PC)


	Apologies:

	Cllr. Judy Henry (JH) 


	Clerk:

	Sue Wright.

	BDBC & HCC Cllrs. 
	Cllr. Rhydian Vaughan HCC(RV)
Cllr Mike Bound BDBC (MB)
Cllr Kerry Morrow BDBC (KM)
(Apologies Cllr. David Conquest BDBC).



	Guest Speaker:

	None for this meeting. 

	Members of the Public/Audience:

	Five.



1. Apologies for absence and declarations of interest. AL welcomed All to the meeting, noting the increased attendance, and that Cllr. Judy Henry had sent her apologies and hoped to return to her duties in the new year. SW confirmed the declarations of interest to be up to date – and nothing additional was being made for the purposes of this quarterly meeting. 

2. Borough Councillors. 

a. Cllr Kerry Morrow updated that BDBC continue to work on the local plan, the budget for 2026 and broader public consultations in relation to various development projects – and that this evening he had attended to receive any questions from the audience, in particular the representatives present, from the Michael’s Field committee, who had been contacted him with a request for help and advice - (discussion deferred to agenda point 4 a). below). 
b. Cllr Mike Bound: had earlier submitted his written report of the work he continues to be involved in at the Borough – SW meeting and was also available to read on the Parish Council website.  AL thanked both for their attendance and updates, SW noted that contact information for all Cllrs. (including BDBC and HCC) was available on the Parish Council website. 

3. County Councillor   
a. AL welcomed RV to the meeting. SW noted that all of RVs written, monthly reports were available to view on the Parish website. 
b. RV commented that the recent changes in UK government priorities had caused a great degree of uncertainty, especially for the new Mayoral elections which had been set for 2026, (now postponed), with no clarity on when they are likely to be held. HCC has parked all the work so far completed in support. Otherwise – business as usual, with a strong focus currently on the review of the budget for 26/27. 
c. Also, because of a change in Government priorities, the topic of Devolution is now uncertain: HCC continues to lobby the Government to make a decision on the issue – not least because preparing for such change requires extensive planning and resource. Doesn’t look likely for 2026. RV will continue to monitor and update. 
d. AL noted that we understood the Parish elections are next due to be held in May of 2026 and would confirm/call for volunteers nearer the time. SW confirmed that typically in an election year, we advertise for new Members on the Parish website and would also put notices up and use the village WhatsApp group to publicise. 
e. RV noted that he was due to visit the Parish church in May of 2026 to give an anniversary talk on the sinking of the Bismarck – further details to follow, all welcome to attend. AL thanked RV for his update. 
Action: SW to confirm the date for the next Parish Council elections. (Done: Parish Council elections are in fact, next duein May of 2027, not 2026). 

4. Open Forum – AL welcomed all the Members of the Public in attendance, this evening.
a. Michael’s Field – Kath Clarke (KC) – KC appealed to Borough and HCC Cllrs (and members of the Parish council) present for advice on a situation MFC find themselves in following a change in the status of the trust which has previously managed the land. (
i. The trust is now rebranded as ‘Fields in Trust’ (FIT), with a much-reduced resource/budget, to assist community organisations like the MFC manage such spaces for the benefit of the local community.  
ii. The issue of ownership – was brought into sharp focus recently, following occupation of the MF carpark by travellers and the lack of availability of anyone at FIT to assist in the traveller’s eviction. 
iii. Hence MFC have been exploring options to set themselves up as a charitable organisation and take ownership of the land. KC noted that she had sent a detailed email to KM (also copied to the Parish) – requesting advice and guidance on how to manage such a transfer of ownership – and – whether there are any BDBC expertise/grants or funds available to help with the costs. 
iv. JW commented that it seemed odd that FIT wanted to charge MF £000’s in legal fees just to divest of its own interest in the land – KC confirmed this had been challenged – but FIT’s solicitor refused to budge on the fees quote. MF will continue to investigate their options, the process and the fees, which in addition to FIT legal fees, plus land registry costs – would likely total around £3000 (estimate), to complete the setting up  of the charitable organisation and transfer. 
v. KM noted that one possible source of funding might be CIL funding, (Community Infrastructure Levy / S.106 funds) – and given the wider use of MF by other Parishes (the sports field element in particular) – that there may be scope to contact them for financial assistance as well – especially given that a CIL payment had recently been granted to all local Parishes
vi. AL confirmed that the Parish Council had received an unexpected, small but welcome CIL payment in October 2025. 
vii. KM also noted a benefit to MFC of completing the transfer – is that it opens up the possibility of access to further funding and grants.
viii. KM and KC agreed to continue their discussion and to keep the Parish advised of the outcome. 
Action: SW/AL to circulate copy of email to all Parish Council Members. (Done). 

b. Village Green. AL advised that he had received an email from Mark Burton (maintains the Green) regarding the condition of the Village Green and invited Anthony (in attendance ) to speak further. 
i. Main concern: areas where significant subsidence appears to have occurred – in particular in and around that part of the village green where the village pond used to be (filled in many years ago). 
ii. Visible dips in the green now make it very difficult to mow, are uneven, appear to be deteriorating further and represent a health and safety risk.
iii. Areas around the corner and edges of the village green are also deteriorating similarly (the corner by the mailbox in particular). 
iv. 2026 is a Hannington Fair year – so the need to address the above is urgent. 
v. Mark Burton has offered to obtain quotes for repairs. 
· SW noted that a first step might need to be a land survey to establish a better understanding of the problem – and that our insurance policy might require such a step, ahead of obtaining quotes to repair. 
· AL/JW noted that we may need to do more than just add soil and reseed the areas where dipping had been noticed – and that such work could be tied in with other improvements to the Green, which had been raised previously, (including barrier-edging along the main roadside).
· AL thanked Anthony and MB for bringing the matter to the Council’s attention and noted offers of assistance to obtain quotes from local parties who may be able to assist with the various steps to repair, were helpful. 
· Action: AL, to speak to Insurance company in the new year to see whether our policy covers such occurrence and separately to RV; re possible HCC assistance. 

c. Roads Bridleways and Footpaths   
· (Frances) – updated on the promised gates from HCC. Originally advised the new gates would be installed in November – but nothing has happened. HCC confirmed they would provide oversight of the gate installation (to ensure compliance with applicable regulations) – but issue has become further complicated after the BHS observed the gates do not appear to have had any installation-permission in the first place. HCC have stated the landowner did not need permission – BHS disagree.  
· Frances has been speaking to Corinne Davis Clarke at HCC and will continue to liaise with her to confirm dates for the new gates, and resolution of the issue BHS has raised about the gates requiring permission (or not). 
· Frances also confirmed HCC had met them on site to inspect the different locations – in particular to look at the state of wire along the routes previously identified.  
· Two issues continue: cattle-fencing continues to be inadequate (in one location an entire herd, plus a bull are fenced in with a single, electrified wire). And new fencing/wire installed on the route up to Ballstone, has left inadequate space for riders to pass safely. 
· BHS has called for evidence of incidents and is collating reports from riders trying to use the bridleway safely, to submit to the landowner. 
· Frances confirmed she had also been speaking to the appropriate landowner regarding the bridleway which runs behind the Rectory, (recently chalked and as a result is now dangerous and very slippery for the horses and riders trying to use it). BHS is going to contact the landowner regarding health and safety and resolution. 
· Regarding the new gates – on the bridleway leading up to the burial ground – these are now due to be installed sometime during the Q1 2026. 
· SW noted that the Council had received an update regarding the reinstatement of the bridleway along the edge of MF, via Harry Goodchild at HCC stating that the order would be granted subject to any new objections being received. 

· Action: SW to contact HC for an update, given that consultation period has now closed. (Done – no objections received so order will now be granted. Harry Goodchild has advised we should expect notice in the new year). 

AL and the Members thanked all for their attendance and for bringing the above matters to the council’s attention – and Frances for her continued diligence in resolving the ongoing issues with HCC, the BHS and bridleways.  

d) Any other matters. None were raised. 

5. Draft Minutes of the Quarterly and Annual meetings held September 17th 2025 – SW prior circulated copies to Members (which are also available on the Parish website). Minutes were reviewed and Approved. Action: SW to upload final version of minutes to website. (Done). 

6. Matters Arising from Minutes of last meeting (if any). None reported. 

7. Finance
a. Payments for Approval: 
· Clear Insurance – Policy Renewal for 2026: £765.13. AL noted this increase in insurance was higher than budgeted – likely due because of the new noticeboards and bench which had been updated on our cover – and generally as a result of rising premiums). 
· Boxxe Invoice (MS Products/Outlook Renewals). £376.70 (quote for approval, invoice to be paid in between this meeting and the next). 
· Hannington Village Hall Hire £48.00
· Clerk’s Fees: for the period 01/10/25 – 31/12/25 £1000.00.
All Approved. 

Action: AL/JW to login to Lloyds online banking and create payment instructions to pay all the invoices which are due for payment. 

b. Bank Reconciliation – AL provided copies of the cashbook summaries up to 31/12/25. Current balance for both the savings and current accounts shows £21,749.81, which is higher than expected given the CIL payment from BDBC on 15th October (for £2969.40). AL confirmed he would adjust the budget for the next meeting – (as initially we believed this payment to have been received in error). Cashbook summaries Approved and signed. 

Banking Transactions and Statements for September through December for both Accounts, AL noted aside from the CIL payment referenced above, no discrepancies to budget. (Reviewed, approved and signed). 

c. Any other financial matters: 
· AL noted Members should consider how the CIL payment should be used. SW confirmed that the accompanying CIL guidance and the form we need to complete to account for CIL expenditure, had been circulated to members for their review ahead of our next meeting in February 2026. 
· SW noted we should investigate with BDO re a replacement auditor, ahead of the next AGAR/Audit cycle. 
Action: AL/SW to speak to BDO about auditor options.  

8. Policy Review:   SW updated that the work to complete the update to Parish Policies, to reflect recent changes to the NALC model Standing Orders and Financial Regulations was still to be completed – and that she now expected to have it done by Feb 2026. SW noted that she had previously circulated a summary of the changes, (between the old and new versions) and that the changes focus on updates to the sections on risk management, procurement thresholds, and payment methods (electronic banking). All that remained was to update these in our policies (to the extent they apply toa council of our size). 
Action: SW will continue the work on the redraft of the policies and will report further at the next meeting.   

9. Matters Arising – AL noted that he will speak to Cllr. Judy Henry in the new year – and hopefully, she will be well enough to resume duties by the time of our next meeting in February 2026. SW commented that the minute recorded last meeting per S.85 of the Local Government Act 1972, continued to be valid to cover Cllr Henry’s absence. 

10. AOB. NJ noted he had forwarded a summary regarding solar panels, which reports that the south east in particular, is over-provided for, in terms of capacity and national quotas. (Action: SW to circulate email to all – Done). SW confirmed that nothing further had been heard in relation to the Malshanger solar panel proposal. NJ also noted he had seen similar companies to those solar companies which specialise in approaching landowners with ‘spare land’, but for glamping/’shepherd hut’ opportunities, and that several huts had gone up on the Malshanger estate – including at a location along White Lane. The hut appears to have power and access to water – but no permissions were sought – (possibly because under current regulations, none are required). NJ to continue monitoring.  

11. Dates of meetings for 2026 confirmed as follows:
Wednesday 25th February 2026 – Quarterly Meeting, 7.00pm
Wednesday 6th May 2026 – Annual and Quarterly Meeting, 7.00pm
Wednesday 2nd September 2026 – Quarterly Meeting, 7.00pm
Wednesday 16th December 2026 – Quarterly Meeting, 7.00pm. 
	Action: SW to check dates are booked with Village Hall. (Done) 

These minutes approved at the Quarterly meeting of the Parish Council, held on Wednesday 25th Ferbuary 2026.

	Signed:

	
SIGNATURE REDACTED.

	Hannington Parish Council
	

	Dated:
	Wednesday 25th February 2026.





End.


1

