CLLR. Mike bound – BDBC September 2025, Update. 

	Updates on council projects and services 

Our Hampshire local government reorganisation proposal published
The joint local government reorganisation proposal from 12 of the 15 councils in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, including us, has now been published on our website at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/new-councils-proposals

Entitled ‘Close enough to be local, big enough to stay strong’, the 500 plus page proposal will be discussed at next week’s Resources Committee, then Cabinet and Council. 

It sets out how creating four new unitary councils for mainland Hampshire to replace the existing 14 councils, with the Isle of Wight remaining an independent island unitary council, would save at least £63.9 million a year.

It proposes three different options for four new unitary councils for mainland Hampshire, at an average population size of 500,000, grouped around the major economic centres of Southampton, Portsmouth, Winchester and Basingstoke. The Isle of Wight would stay its own island unitary authority, as it currently is.

The proposals are designed to:
· better drive economic growth
· deliver redesigned public services tailored to local needs 
· empower communities by enabling residents to shape local decisions. 

The proposals are also backed by the 12 councils as the best way to unlock and maximise devolution arrangements, with the new councils working effectively with the Isle of Wight Council and the new elected Mayor for the whole region.

The proposal will be considered at our Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee on Thursday 11 September, Cabinet on Tuesday 16 September and Council on Thursday 25 September. The government’s deadline for submission of proposals is Friday 26 September. 

Community invited to share their views on golf facility relocation proposal
Next week, users of Down Grange will get an opportunity to find out more and share their views on initial proposals to relocate golf facilities in areas around the sports complex.

Proposals are being explored to create a six-hole pitch and putt course, which could operate as a 12-hole course with dual tees, in a small area south of Down Grange House. Utilising the latest technology, a golf training and practice pod could also be created at the sports complex to replace the current driving range at a smaller scale. 

Alongside these proposals for Down Grange, the council is continuing to look at options to create new adventure golf facilities at the leisure park.

The community can find out more and share their views during a drop-in session between 3pm and 8pm on Wednesday (10 September) at St Mark’s Church, Homesteads Road, Basingstoke, RG22 5LQ. The feedback gathered through the drop-in session will shape final designs before a planning application is submitted later this year.

For more information, visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/golf-centre-future

Supporting residents with rising energy costs
Ahead of the energy price cap going up next month, please remind your residents that they can book a free visit with our energy-saving experts, who could help them to stay warm at home and potentially save hundreds of pounds on their annual energy bills.

The one-hour home visits are designed to help people understand how to make their homes more energy efficient. They are carried out by trained assessors in our Green Team and are available to all residents, whether they rent or own.

After their home visit, residents receive a tailored report with practical steps they can take to improve their home’s energy efficiency and lower heating costs. Advice ranges from simple, everyday tips to more impactful home improvements, like insulation and solar panels. It also covers grants and funding that could partly or fully pay for these home upgrades, depending on people’s individual circumstances.

Please share this information with your communities. You could also share this Facebook post about the help on offer from our energy-saving experts.

Walking for Real Change
This September, walk to support people experiencing homelessness by taking part in the Walking for Real Change challenge.

Those without a safe place to call home often walk up to 15 miles a day, simply to access food, shelter, and support. Inspired by this reality, we’re inviting you to set your own walking and fundraising goals throughout the month of September. Whether it's 15 miles or 150, every mile matters.

The goal is to raise £10,000 to install a fully accessible shower and wet room in a local church, providing dignity, hygiene and hope to those facing homelessness in Basingstoke and Deane over the winter months. The campaign also celebrates 10 years of the Social Inclusion Partnership on Friday 10 October 2025, a decade of collaboration to tackle homelessness in our community.

You can walk your way, whether it’s solo, with friends, family or colleagues, and at your own pace throughout the month. You’ll get a tracker sheet, a limited-edition pin badge, and a downloadable certificate. Most importantly, you’ll be part of a growing movement for Real Change.

Visit www.realchangebasingstoke.org.uk to sign up, find out how to donate, and to find out more.

Every mile matters and every step brings us closer to Real Change.


	Borough news and updates

Postnatal exercise classes return
Our popular low-cost, pay as you go postnatal exercise classes will return later this month. The classes, run by FitMama, helps post birth bodies to repair, restore and rebuild safely with other new mums.

The weekly classes will run from Friday 26 September to Friday 12 December at 10.30am at Studio 41, BMS House, Stroudley Road, Basingstoke, RG24 8FW and cost £3 per session. Babies are welcome.

· Postnatal part one: A gentle six-week course designed to repair the damage to your lower back, core and pelvic floor. Join in from three weeks post natural birth or once able to drive after a C-section or assisted delivery.
· Postnatal part two: A 30-minute circuit session building up strength and fitness levels over six weeks. Suitable from as soon as you are driving.

Find out more at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/current-health-initiatives




News release 10661, published on 12 Sep 2025
An empty unit at Basingstoke Leisure Park is set to get a new lease of life as part of a major refurbishment of Basingstoke ice rink.
Planet Ice is finalising work at Basingstoke ice rink, before it can reopen as part of a gradual reopening in line with the first phase of refurbishment work to secure the future of the facility.
To ensure the rink remains a key regional draw for skaters and ice hockey fans, Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council has granted a new lease for the empty unit next to the rink to Nice Leisure Limited to enhance its food and drink offer for visitors. The unit was previously occupied by Little Frankie’s and has been empty since June 2021.
The move follows an agreement reached in December 2024 which saw Nice Leisure Limited taking over ownership of the long-term lease for the ice rink.
The deal for the new lease is part of the council’s work to improve existing facilities and attract new operators to bring more leisure activities to Basingstoke Leisure Park.
The borough council’s Leader Cllr Paul Harvey said: “We know how important the ice rink is to skaters, fans and the wider ice community in the borough. After years of uncertainty, it is fantastic that the first phase of refurbishment work is nearing completion to secure its future as part of Planet Ice’s commitment to the much-loved facility.
“To help them deliver their future vision for the ice rink, we have agreed a lease for the neighbouring empty unit to ensure the ice rink is a key regional attraction for years to come.”
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